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Satisfaction upon the Doctrine there main- 
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Syitern of Metaphyſics, proved itnmaterial, 
and indiviſible, is not capable uf Deſtructionꝰ 
and conſequently cannot ceaſe to exiſt. But 
it was ftill very plain, that the human Body 
did, at a certain Period, ceaſe to continue 
ſuch, and was diſſolved by Corruption, or 
reduced by Fire to Aſhes. How then is this 
incorruptible Mind to be diſpoſed of? It is, 
at all Events, to go into Hades But Hades 
being ſuppoſed to be a Place, a Receptacle 
under- ground, and this incorruptible Mind. 
from the Qualities already beſtowed: upon 
it, not having any Relation to Place, the 
Difficulty remaineth, how we are to get this 
incorruptible Mind into Hades. As then a 
natural Principle of Immortality had been 
arbitrarily aſſerted, to anſwer one Purpoſe, 
fo now a proper kind of Body is to be created, 
which at once ſhall ſolve this Difficulty: An 
Idol of the Soul, eib, as it is called by 

 Phtinus ; which is ſuppoſed to ſignify an 
airy or ſpirituous Body, quickened and vi- 
talized by the Soub immediately after Death. 
And the Soul, notwithſtanding" its Immo 
bility, 


„ Soul doth not only exerciſe its- rational 
Powers, but alſo its ſenſitive and icratianal} - 
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bility, may be ſaid to go into Hades, becauſe” 
when it quitteth this groſs and earthly Body, 
one more ſpirituous and fühle collected 
from the Spheres or Elements, doth ſtill 
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The Doarine 5 in this Philos." 
phy amounted to this, That the human 


« Faculties, in the State of Death ;* which 
« jt'could not do, were it not then Vitally 
united to ſome Body which is ſpirituous 
and airy; and that the Soul, immediately 
«after Death, is united to ſuch a 
0 Body, is to be proved from the Phænó- 

« menon of 8pectres ſeen about Graves and 


„ Sepulchres, and haunting their former 
Habitations, V. Phil. 


Pr. to Ariſt. d: N 
An. This ſcemeth to be a Proof admitably: 
well ſuited to the Doctrine it is intended to 
ſupport ; both aj 1 
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> Quality of the particular Soul for which they 
were in this manner to provide; they had 
ready, upon occaſion, ' a ce AeTTQEgt5, 
o.]. TYVEVRATINGYy TW. ag porid'es, TOME. 
Bpavioyy  TWwhrE albegior, a ſubtle, a ſpiritual, Aa 
lucid or ſtar-like, a heavenly or etherial Body. 

Theſe two kinds of Bodies, the earthy, and 
the philoſophical, were conſidered as a fort, 

of double Veſture to the Soul; one of which, 
the groſs, carthly Body, or the outward Gar- 
ment, was put off at Death; and the other 
always accompanied the Soul whitherſoever 
it went, To TVEU}AG OUYT MARTEL >. So that not- 
withſtanding all their whimſical. Fancies- | 
concerning the Nature of the State of Death, 
notwithſtanding they were ſo extravagant as 
to repreſent it as a Species of exalted Life z 
yet they never were ſo very extravagant, as 
to ſuppoſe what we mean by a ſeparate in- 
termediate State, a perceptive rational dan 
in ſtrict Propriety of Speech, exiſting ſepa» 
rate from, and acting independentiy of. in 
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4 St. Paul indeed a 10 1 of 
two kinds of Body, Natural and Spiritual; 
he alſo ſpeaketh of being uncloathed, and 1 
cloathed upon. It is well known, that St. 1 
Paul was deeply verſed in philoſophic Wif- _ 
dom. Poflibly, therefore, theſe Expreſſions | 
| may have reference to the philoſophic No- 
tions, and be derived from that Syſtem of 
ſcholaſtic Wiſdom, in which he Was edu- 
cated; However this be, theſe Expreffions 
have not any thing to do with an Interme- | 
diate State; ſince the Term Spiritual is re- 
lative to our Condition after "Wb unverſal - 
Reſurreftion of tie Dead: | 1 oe 
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nth ſtrenuous Aſſerters of the natural Im- 5 
mortility of the Soul, did nevertheleſs ſup- > 
poſe that it was always joined to ſome proper 
kind of Body. A naked human Soul;'ſepas 
rate from, and independent of, all Body, 
was a thing they had not any Conception 8 
of; but have written much, and purpoſely, 
3 See Ariſtot. de An. And indeed, ol 
1 Reaſon and Scripture plainly ſhow, .,., 
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that however miſtaken they might be in, 
many of their Notions, and in their parti- 
cular Application of this Doctrine, yet that 
in the Main their Suppoſition, | the hu- 
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us Opinion, and the manner 
it was introduced amongſt che Chriſtians, 
we may fee that the Doctrine concerning an 
Intermediate State of Senſihillty is taken ori- 
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ginalhy from the Subtleties and Confuſion- 


of Greek Philoſophy, firſt mingled with 
Chriſtianity, perhaps without any had De- 
fign ; but afterwards continued, and made 
an Article of Church Doctrine, 'with mean 
and lucrative Views; Views utterly deſtructive 
of che Syſtem laid down by ſolve hel 
as will appear 'more Plainly from a ſhort 
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and beyond all Diſpute; mat Jeſtis' Crit 


came into the World on purpoſe to'radecm | 
Men from Death, and to give them Life and 
Immortality, it is very Certain tht YeUduld 
not redeem ther from chat State in Wich 
they were not, not gie them that Lift and 
Immortality of which they were alfeady/ pe 
ſefſed: So that, "by this Scheme, the" Wik 
Notion of Redemptlof by by Jeſs CHART 8. 
ſolutely and nt ee What then 
was to be done ? It was tog glatinig an A- 
ſurdity, for the Chürchten to breach Re. I 
demption by jeſus Chriſt, and 'affert * A 
| Doctrine, which contradicted the vet No- 
tion of Redemption. With the Help W's a 
little ſcholaſtic Subtlety, they invented a en 
and metaphorical Death, under the "Name a 
of Original Sin; conſtituting all the” Song 15 
Adam 5 Children of die Wrath, an 
putting them in a State of eternal Dam 1 : 
tion; which was to be ſubſtituted" in Y e 
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Place of natural Death, to be made the | 
jet of Redemption, and done away by Pap- 
tiſm: A Doctrine, which, When aced to 
all its Conſequences, muſt make every ta- 
tional and good Man ſhudder! but concern 
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6 ing which chere are kuffcient Reaſons hr 


lying no more at preſent. 


8 8 derived from he's 
Opinionof an Intermediate State of Senfibility, 


is the loading the Notion of Death, in itſelf 


very plain, fimple, and intelligible, with inſu- 
perable Contradictions, and deſtroying all the 
Evidence of Senſe, and common Principles 
of Reaſon: For they Who maintain this Opi- 
nion, are driven alſo to make theſe Aſſer- 


tions, © That they who are ſaid to be dead, 


« are dead only unto Men here upon Earth, 
„ but not dead to themſelves.” . That 
« their Life 1 is not extinct, but diſappeareth 


only to us.” That they are neither 
dead nor aſleep, but ſtill alive and awake.” 


Now what kind of Death that i is, in which | 


Men are neither dead nor aſleep, but ſtill 
alive and awake, in which their Life or 


Perſonality , is not extinct, but a ſpiritualized 


Body is vitally united with a percipient and 
active Soul, for my own part I cannot poſſibly 
conceive. That all theſe Aſſertions are main- 
tained by the Propagators of this Opinion, 


ap? be {ufficiently proved, whenever there 


Py 


ha 3 
ſhall be Occaſion. I ſhall forbear all. Re- 
marks upon theſe Paſſages, that I may/nei- 
mer be thought guilty of Inſult to the Dead, 
ec | or Offence to the Living; but muſt take the 
* Liberty to ſay, That there is not a ſtronger 
Jig Contradiction in the Doctrine of Tranſub- 
u- ſtantiation, than in the Doctrine of ſuch a 
kind of Death, as ne eee 
Conſciouſneſs. 


r 
* 


Another 7 IO [ls this Doctrine, 
is the taking all-Force from, the Arguments | 
produced by our Saviour, in favour of an 
univerſal Reſurrection, and future Day of 

Judgment; and not only the taking away: 
all Force from them, but making them 
quite ridiculous and foreign to his Parpoſe. | 

Such is the Caſe of the o Parable of 
Dives and Lazarus, and the Paſſage rela- 
tive to Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, That 

God is not the God of che Dead, but the 
Living; and others. The Firſt, according 
to Dr. Law's moſt judicious Explication of 

it, is nothing more than a general ſcenical 
Deſcription of a future State after Judg- 
ment, not an Intermediate State before it, 
1 accom-— 
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of the Vulgir? For if this Fable be N 


Unite the Boſbin of e -arid 4 deep 


ſuited to the Notions of the ets, and in- 


ſurdities that muſt neceſſarily follow the Sup- 


literal Proof of an Intermediate State, fue 
as the Man's being in the Body, and out of 


the 5 of a real material Body, 


Ki 
= 


| to 15 ” a pref rejudices 


te State, the Rewards 
or Putiſtitnicnts of this State are not capable 
of Entreaſe at the Day of judgment; be- 


material Fite, were Tetrns 


tended to expreſs the | utmoſt Degree of ; 
Happineſs and Miſery. If then this utmoſt 
Degree is to be found! in the State of Death, 
and this Parable was intended to be kn Illu- 
ſtration of ſuch aSuppoſition'; the Doctrine 
of a Reſurrection, Judgment, and cofiſe- 
quent Rewards and Puniſhments, is not ofily 
not ſupported by this Argument, but ſuper-- 
ſeded by it, and made wholly impertinent, 
To fay nothing, of the 1 many palpable Ab- 


poſition, that this Parable was intended as.A 


the Body at the fame Time—his being 1 in 
the Grave, and 7 at the ſame Time his not 
being there, but in the T orments of Hell | 


. With 


E- | 1 23 4 1 5 

with its pojural Members, Eyes, Tongue, 
Sc. unconſumed by real material Fig. If 
loaded with many Inconfiſtencies ; if it is 
to be taken as deſcriptive of an Intermediate 
State, it is not 2 Proof of what our Saviour 
intended it ſhould prove; but if taken in 
the popular Senſe, and according to Pr. 
Law's Explanation of it, it is very perti- 
nent to the Purpoſe intended by it, and 2 


beautiful Illuſtration of the Connection of 
Vice and Virtue in this Life, W N 
ee Miſery in e 
[ea ' | 36018 Zoalgoiaing N 0 
0 1154 gifs vas to jo bm 


our; Saviour, a5 2 Proof of + He Reis 
reftion; and-if i he applied, ig che Purppſe 
of cſtabliſhing an Intermediate State, our 
Saviour's Argument is alſo in this Inſtance 
entirely deſtroyed; fince in that reſpect God 
is indeed not-the God of the Dead, but. of 
ſuch as are realiy alive both to him and to 
themſelves. And there is, beſides: this, a 
aer bad d Conſequence; ; that there muſt of 


2 2 . 
— 2 
3 


dhe? thr Body which was laid in se 

becauſe by this Suppoſition the Soul is already 
properly alive; and as there muſt be a Re- 
ſtoration of ſomething to Life from Death ; 
conſequently, of nothing but the Body: And 
how will this agree with the expreſs Doc- 
trine, that the ſame Body ſhall not be raiſed 


again? Thou ſoweft not that Body that ſhall © 


be, but © another. The | Chriſtian Doctrine 
upon this Point is manifeſtly the Revivifica- 


tion, Reſuſcitation of the whole Man, Per- 


ſon, conſcious Being, whatever it be that 
conſtituteth Conſciouſneſs, that was aſleep 


and dead; not of any particular Part of his 
Compoſition, and particularly not his groſs. 


Body. Beſides, according to this metaphy- 


ſical Diſtinction of Soul and Body, where 


is the Conſiſtency of ſleeping, dying, awake- 
ing, being reſtored to Life, when applied 


to the Body, which is merely the Inſtru- 
; ment of a Soul, feeling and acting in and 
: through it? But all theſe Difficulties will 
| cafily be removed, by an impartial Exami n= 


ation of what is advanced in he { Appendix 


upon 


Irrer meet so 


o* 


V8 


| 3 aps PE 
uni ib en Dis nes 


' # The iow 4 Hie, by wn 
ſome of the common Prejudices, in relation to the me- 
yphorica Nature of the — Soul, which Dr; Clarks 
himſelf f gare y before his Death, ſeemeth. to have eon- 
faunded Benefits procured - for us by the new 
— wy and reduceth them p ow, as to make them 
not deſes the Ane of it nor in n apy 2 
worthy its Author. Th bringing Li e and Im- 
martality ta Light, is, according ta him, Se 4 
t upon that Doctrine with which the World w 
ell acquainted before. And the Grace reign 25 
tf coufneſs unto — meaneth — 1 Fe pate 
to that Age aa 
heir particular Aftions. Which 


and proper o think 
and act. See Script. Doftr. of Redem If this 
Ek W paſo, If oi 
A . b e wich 
Doctrine gur Lor A 8 | 
2 poſe periſ ng, or being bt, to 2 
39. 1 xv. 18. 32, Sc. 9 Hs ea 
G &c. &c.—Then they who are fallen aſleep in 
periſhed. And; Thirdly, What is the great 
L . 
great a Streſs, and make the grand Ob) 
Fach and Hope? (See the Appetit, Sect 11.) wh, 
according to this ingenious Author, is not really a N.. 
e | 
or the Man's appearing and gttin | 
| before-in this Life. mad 366: 
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Another bad Conſequence from this Doe- : 
trine of an Intermediate State, is the invert- 
ing the natural and rational Order of Things, 
and making the Supreme Judge of the World 
proceed with leſs Wiſdom and Congruity 
than any human Judicature. It is ſetting 
Puniſhment before Judgment, or elſe, re- 
peating one Judgment after another, for the 
ſame Tranſactions. For theſe Perſons, who 
are not entirely dead, in their State of Death 
muſt be ſuppoſed: to | have Perception and 

Conſciouſneſs, elſe they are in a poor Con- 
dition indeed: And if they have theſe Fa- 
culties, they muſt know whether they are 
happy or miſerable. And as they muſt be 
conſcious, that they are in that — of Exiſt- 
ence which is poſterior to human Life, they 
muſt alſo be conſcious, that their final and 
irreverſible Doom is already decreed... 80 
that either theſe Men are puniſhed or re- 
warded before Judgment; which is abſurd; 
or elſe the great Chriſtian Docttine of a par- 
ticular future Time of Judgment, to take 
place at once with all Men univerſally, is 
1. this RO e overturned. _ 


2 Anothil | 


F ond re tp AAwS = 


[OED 
. N I; — 4 
eee ee is, — . 
both the Papiſt and the Deiſt with Arms 
againſt ourſelves. And theſe two Sets of 
Men are the only formidable —_— 


4 


Chriſtianity ; for the Atheiſt being a 


and outrageous Enemy to Mankind in ge- 
neral, not in particular to Chriſtianity, is ſo 


very extravagantly abſurd, that his ownFolly 


is a ſufficient Anſwer to his Impiety: But 
with regard to the Papiſt, he could do no- - 
thing at all without this fundamental Doc- 
trine of an Intermediate State. An honeſt . 
Papiſt will confeſs, if you deny an Inter- 
Worſhip, even of the Virgin Mary. And 
indeed the whole Popiſh Dogtrine of Torge. 
Saints, Worſhip of Images, m Patrum, 


Infantum, and all the. ſenſeleſs Trumpery 
that doth any way belong to. theſe mon- 


ſtrous Tenets, is entirely founded upon this 
Doctrine of an Intermediate State, and upon 
this only. And if this Doctrine; which is con- 
trary both to Reaſon and to Scripture, were 
once 2 given up, the whole Buſineſs of 


2 — 


* 4 


In 
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pay muſt indy wy fon be demo- 


themſelves. Theſe Men finding that a na- 


of the Redemption by Jeſus Chriſt. They 


. tr + 
F * 
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Wich ad to the Deifts, fore of the 
of that Tribe have taken a Step to 
2 Chriſtianity, which hath deſtroyed 


tural Principle of Immortality was ſtrenu- 

ouſly aſſerted by thoſe who are called Or- 
thodox, and taking it for granted, without 
knowing any thing of the matter, that this 
was really the Doctrine of Chriſt, attacked 
this Notion with all their Force; hoping 
thereby to 'demoliſh the whole Scheme 
Chriſtianity: And accordingly they have 
taken great Pains to prove, from the Cir- 
curnſtances of the human Conſtitution, from 
Matters of Fact, and rational Arguments, 


that Man is naturally mortal. And I be- 


heve I may ſay, they have advanced ſorne 
things, which no Chriſtian can unſwer. 
What now is the Conſequence of this Pro- 


ceeding? They have abſolutely deſtroyed all 


Proof of a 


happy Immortality, excluſively: 


ei Pit for others, and are fallen 


DS 


them upon the ſame Ground with gurſelyes, 


JJ aft. rg. 


/ / WF On. & 


— < Shall we 
then pull them out of their Mire, and fet 


only to enable them to cut our own Throats? 
be done, in Charity and Truth; but let us 


not eſtabliſh Deiſm upon the Ruins of Chri- 


ſtianity. Let us not labor for a natural Prin- 
ciple of Immortality, which can only ſerve 
to make the Deift, with reſpect to a happy 


Saar Stare, entirely indepenceat. of the | 


—— WW 
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Another very bad Contequence © of thi | 
a Light, as to make it inconfiftentwith,and 
oontradictory to, itſelf. And chis is a Point 


of infinite Importance to Chriſtianity to be 


ſet right; for the Scriptures are the only 
proper Authority for Chriſtianity. And if 
this Authority is found to be full of direct 
Contradictions, what will Unbelievers, or 
what can even Believers, ſay of the Syſtem 
itſelf? And ſo long as the Doctrine of an 
Intermediate State is made a neceſſary A- 
ticle of Faith, it is utterly impoſlible o fre 


' 


| (EF... 
hd Scriptures from many evident Incon- 
ſiſtencies; as eee og at l in the 
n 28 | 
| The martial Reſurredtion 1 Revivifica- | 
bon, which is neceſſarily maintained by the 
Favourers of an Intermediate State, doth 
alſo, in their own Senſe, reduce the Doctrine 
of Chriſt's Redemption very low, and give 
up all that is peculiarly noble, and moſt va- 
luable in Chriſtianity 3 4 total and entire Re- ; 
vivification and Reſurrection to eternal Life. 
For according to this Notion, the Body only 
is to be raiſed again; that Body which is 
always conſidered by theſe People as a Clog, 
a Chain, an Impediment. Death is alſo ſaid 
by them to be the Riddance from this Bur- 
then, when the nimble Soul can ſlide upon f 
a Sun: beam, or float at pleaſure: thro the 
Regions of Heaven. What! Shall then the 
Son of God diveſt himſelf of his Divinity, 
and ſubject himſelf to all the Miſeries of 
human Life, in order that we, after Death, 
may again be? What! Loaded with an 
unneceſſary Incumbrance? And if we ſup- 4 
_ © poſe the Reſurrection-Body to be ever ſa. 1 
i 1 7 much 


Ne” 1 1 
much ſpiritualized , yet if it be a Dod 
is not a Spirit, if thets be any a en. bf 
Words; and conſequently, according to 
theſe metaphyſical Refinements, cannot be * 
Sind five as th pas fra and naked 
Spirit, which is ſuppoſed to exiſt entirely: and 
independently of all Body: Sd that upon 
this yp: a eee is . 10 | 
IND 


-—dedadjtg withis 8 are in- 
numerable Difficulties ariſing from the ſup- 
poſed abſtract Nature of the Soul, which 

cannot poſſibly be reconciled either to 101 
ters of Fact, or Reaſons of Philoſophy; and 
particularly the Interruption of Conſciouſ- 
neſs: For in a Being which is ſuppoſed to 
be eternally conſcious, one ſingle Moment's 


eſound Sleep is a Stumbling- block never to 
as be got over. I ſay, ſound Sleep; becauſe. 
{TH the Circumſtance of Dreaming is an Effect 


of of diſturbed and imperfect Sleep; an Effet 
n, as ſtrictly mechanical as any other Circum- 
a | Nance relative to the human — | 
p- notwithſtanding what the fertile Invention 
ſo of ſome fanciful Men may have produced 42 
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pon this. Subjet. This Aſſertion can 
acquainted with the Structure of the human 


Sleep; ſuch as ſome Caſes. of Extaſy, or 
Swooning; and ſeveral Inſtances of Violence 


Ban 


cafily be demonſtrated by thoſs who are 


Body, and the Laws of the Animal Oeco+ 


nomy. All the Arguments, therefore, from 


this Circumſtance, to prove a ſeparate Action 
of the human Soul, are inconcluſtve, and 
proceed from an] ce of the true Cauſe. 


of Dreams; which indeed may proye a ma- 


terial- and mechanical Operation z but can- 


not contribute any thing ta the Suppoſition, 


that they proceed from a ſeparats 3 


Adivity of the Soul itſelf. 


And there. « are + ore} Arguments, which 0 
ſeem to prove an Interruption of Conſciouſ- 


neſs, in a ſtronger manner than even ſound 


to the Brain: For in Sleep the ſecretory and 
vital Powers remain, and ſeveral of the na- 
tural Functions are regularly performed: 


but frequently in the other Caſes all the Fas 
culties, and all the Functions, ſeem, for tha 
Time, to be deſtroyed ; the Limbs become 
lifeleſs, Perception is gone, Reſpiration at 


| 9p 
a moſt exact Reſemblance of Death! in 
which there really is not any thing more, 
except a longer Duration of theſe ſame 
Effects, and the natural Conſequences attend- 
ing it. Which longer Duration to the Dead 
is abſolutely nothing. The momentary Con- 
tinuance of a Swoon is preciſely the ſame as 
the whole Term of our Continuance in the 
State of Death: For were we to remain Mil- 
» lions of Ages in this State, yet theſe being 
paſſed withoutIdeas or Perception, N 
literally and ſtrictly but a Term of momen- 
N {tary Duration; © that the laſt conſcious Act 
h of mortal Life, and that which begirineth 
our Life of Immortality, will be as inti- 
mately connected together as any TW] ]. 
Moments in our Exiſtence, that have paſſed 
in cloſe and immediate Succeſſion. And 
as the Ceſſation of Conſciouſneſs will thus 
annihilate the Term of Death, our Life, at 
e Reſurrection, will appear one entire, 
ontinued, and uninterrupted Exiſtence. 
The Interval of Death will be but the Track 
f an Arrow thro the Air; it doth indeed 
livide our Exiſtence; but the divided Parta 
re tant cloſed 9 and all is * 1 
"ME: | 


1 


. 


Baan 


£36] 

ctect and complete: But upon the other Sup- 
= | liens of the Soul's ſeparate Activity, there 
Wo N really is no End of the Difficulties and Con- 
ſiuſon ariſing from it: And there are many 
certain Fitts which indiſputably prove that 
Ceſſation of Conſciouſneſs, which is here 
aſſerted, and alſo that this Ceſſation doth, to 
7 all Intents and Purpoſes, annihilate that Por- 
3$ tt.on of Time, which paſſeth in a State of 
23M —_— Let us then no longer inſiſt 
1 upon thoſe Doctrines, which are obſcure, 
= perplexed, incapable of Proof, nor reject 
* the oppoſite, which are eafy and intelligible, 
for this way all Difficulties will be at once 
"98 removed; Chriſtianity will be ſet in a more 
' 2 4 | clear and amiable Light, and no Shadow 
1 | * of rational Objection to it can remain. Let 
1 us chen honeſtly lay aſide our antient Preju- 
1 ö 5 | dices, and build our Faith in this Point on 
4 ; the Prophets and Apoſtles, Jeſus Chriſt him- 
= -. $a ſelf benz the chief Corner-ſtone. A i] 
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| . ä If we confideriidhls Subject in the way 
5 of Reaſon, can any thing poſſibly be con- 
. 8 ceived. more void of CY 
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Max It is to no purpoſe to fly to meta- 
yſical Subtleties, in a plain Matter of Fact; 
for all hap: be meant thy ne 


and nie n — hath. not- the 
Power of Perception and Conſciouſneld. 
Now; if after Death theſe Faculties remain, 
how can the Man be ſaid to be truly dead? 
Will any one give that Title to a Perſon who 
is conſcious of his own Exiſtence, and 


is Life?- Senſibility is the eſſential P 
Life; Inſenkibility of the contrary. And if 


ſuch Thing as a Contradiction in Nature. 


Metanhwhical D 
Parts of Man's 
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qhe:cleaeh; nor the eaſieſt, to be "RL. 
ſtood, where, in the way of Fable, or 
Parable, or poetica Alluſion, or ſome- 
times from Application to the common 


Forma of Speaking, public Opinions, eſta- 


bliſhed Prejudices, and popular Ignorance, 


the Expreſſions may, with ſome Refinement, 
be repreſented as meaning a State of Senſi- 


bility by the State of Death. But let any 


candid and | impartial; Man determine the 


Method to be followed in this Enquiry. 


Muſt we diſtort the Meaning of a great 


Number of very plain Paſſages in Scripture, 
and turn them from their natural Senſe? 


And thoſe which are ſo very expreſs, that 
their Meaning cannot be refined away, and 
ſo ſtrong, that they cannot be diſtorted, 


muſt we leave theſe in ſuch a manner, 


that the Scripture ſhall be full of Contra- 
dictions? And ſhall- we do all this, in 
order to ſupport an ill - founded Mean- 
ing, given by Force and Fancy to ſome 


other Paſſages, but few in Number, and 
which, from the Cauſes juſt mentioned, are 
loaded with Obſcurity ? Or ſhall we con- 
ſider theſe few parabolical Paſſages in an 


* different indeed from the tra- 
aides 


| thority of Scri 


1 | 
ditional, but. yet in a Senſe which they will 
bear, without any Force; and by this means 


bring the whole Scripture to a perfect Uni- 
_ - formity of Doctrine, conſiſtent with the in- 
proved Opinions of Mankind, and the im- 


partial Deductions of Reaſon and ſound Phi- 
loſophy ? Shall the clear Parts be explained 
by the obſcure? Or ſhall theſe give way, 
and be explained by thoſe which cannot be 
miſtaken? That this laſt is the rational Me- 
thod, will doubtleſs be allowed; and then 
we may venture to pronounce, upon the Au- 


ripture, as well as Reaſon, that 
the State of Death is a State of utter Inſen- 
ſibility. And if we can perſuade ourſelves 
to believe, what is really the Truth; that the 


Redemption by Chriſt is a Redemption from 


this Death, we ſhall have no occaſion for 


that indigeſtible Doctrine of original Depra- 


vity, and its dreadful Conſequences. We 
ſhall remove from Chriſtianity that Rock of 
Offence, the divine Imputation of moral 
Guilt, and eternal Damnation, to Non-exiſt- 
2 "ns what is worſe, to moral Inno- 
Lt And if we take Man as he really 

is, a —— Being, or Perſon. whoſe Iden- 
tity Sependeth upon, and is in truth no- 
thing 
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I 
ching elſe but, perſonal Conſciouſneſs 
continued; and if we reſolve, with all 
FHumility, the Faculties of Perception, 
Thought, and Will, into the Power of God, 
without running into unintelligible Diſtinc- 
tions, we. ſhall avoid all the L Ulties 
the Suppoſition of a ſeparate im- 
material Principle, which is naturally im- 
mortal. If we will not do this, I will ven- 
ture to ſay, that ſome rational Objections 
may be brought from Senſation and muſ- 
cular Motion, which are utterly inexplicable, 
and muſt throw the wiſe and regular Diſ- 
penſations of Providence into the utmoſt 
Confuſion. What! Can we not be con- 
| tented, that we are in the Hands of an all- 
wiſe, all- powerful, and all- merciful God; 
and that we ſhall moſt certainly be eternally 
happy if we pleaſe, except we know every 
are Mode and Circumſtance of Wars in- 
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Lee =" Wy aſa dire ow our e. 
jadiced Conceptions, at leaſt examine” our 
only Authority upon this Point with Purity 8 
and Simplicity of Heart. Let us no longer 


+ < 5 


lead him to look about for ſomething 


aſſure it to him effectually, thro” 2 


1391 
„ what they 
can never prove; nor ſupply them with 


en eee and our Cauſe. By 
| allowing Men a natural Principle of Life, 


we do in effect hinder them from coming 
toChrift, that they may have Life: We darken 


ducing theDeiſt to his proper State of having 
no Hope'but-in the Scriptures ; and thereby 


err er ee — — bee 


about an Hereaſter, and that falſe Philo- 


ſophy on which theſe Conjectures are built. 
By theſe means we may teach him to examine 


impartially that Covenant” which * 


forth a future Life and Immortality, an 


of Jeſus Chriſt. By virtue of this Cove- 


nant, we inſiſt, that all Mankind are really 
and truly mortal; that all are formed of 
Duſt, and ſhall to Duſt return; that the 
ceorruptible Materials of Man's Compoſition, 
by the neceſſary Effects of Death, will be 


entirely diſſolved; that every Man will be- 


come what he was before his Conception; 
chat he will return to a State of utter Inſen- 
* | ſibility ; 


and confound the Scriptures, inſtead of re- 


[49] 

ſibility; that he will continue in this State, 
till the Courſe of this World ſhall be finiſhed, 
and all Mankind are awakened together to 
a ſecond State of Conſciouſneſs," thro the 

Merits of J eſus Chriſt, and thro Him alone; 
that Atheiſt and Deiſt, Je and Chriſtian, 
Mahometan and Pagan, all are upon one 
common Footing of Mortality; that all ſhall 
lie down together, each in his Bed of In- 
ſenſibility; and that all ſhall be awakened 
together to a ſecond Conſciouſneſs of all the 
material Tranſactions of this nen Life. 


And a as our 3 Life will * bs 
found not to depend upon any natural Prin- 
ciple of Immortality, but to have been 
obtained entirely by the Mediation of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and to be a ſecond Creation, effected 
by his Power; and as the Happineſs of that 
State will alſo be found to depend upon a 
Compliance with the Terms which God 

hath thought proper to propoſe by him; it 

followeth, that they ofily can be admitted 
to that Happineſs, who ſhall have complied 
with thoſe Terms, if they have had Oppor- 


ont to be A hs with them. The 
Atheiſt 


real Glory, and true Crown of Rgoicing.: 


| about 


as to 


$i 4 ; 
Atheiſt therefore, and the: Deiſt, iſt, and. all. 
they, whoſoever they are, who have rejected 
the Opportunity of becoming Chriſtian, can. 


| have no Hope for that Happineſs of .Immar-+ 


tality, which is entirely founded on the: 
Chriſtian, Covenant... This is the Chriſtian's. 


On theſe Principles, and on theſe alone, doth 


our holy Inſtitution ſtand. ſupreme. in Dig- - 


nity; becauſe there is no Immortality worth 
wiſhiog, for, but that , which hach been 


" by 1 key of our al 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. So. H a: ia0t 


1 180 ; OTH 1 


A * 


\ Wer rad | in; e Picat 9 
gave occaſion to theſe Obſervations, that t the 
Author's Deſign, inſtead of explaining Chri- 
ſtignity. at large, is to eſtabliſh the Doc- 
« trine of our Church, concerning an In- 
« termediate State: Upon which it is to 
be obſerved, that this Notion is indeed tra- 
ditionally received by thoſe who make. ati 

the Word Orthaduxy : But that it is 
tine of our Chureb, is not ſo. plein 
de indiſputable] The Subject itself 
ſeemeth to be in an Intermediate State, but 


4 


F 
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not of Senſe. It bath gd ne thrd ik war 
Pour er Exiſtence, ASL, T'trift; here. 
after fiſe in its more glofious State. To 
Truth; when bur ood” Forefithars were 
| blitide@'by the Etrojs of Popery, this Notion 
of at Intermediate Pane 9 other 
ſtränge things) was ranked amongſt tnt re- 
ligions Ares: Bi M the'Ptogreſs &f the 
Refbrmation under Queen Elzab#þ, who 
proceeded as caittibtſly as the Tot, in an 
Affair that was flill to be managed by Com: 
promiſe, every thitig poſitive, in refation to 
this Point, was N out of theſt Articles; ; 
for in the Collection under King Eqward, 
with regard to Chriſt's going into Fell, we 


read, that „ his Body lay in che Grave un 


« his Reſurrection; but his Soul, being ſepa. 
rate from his Boch, remained \Wth 5 
* Spirits, Ge. Gtr.; which Word, In th © 
Review under Quiten ERHxdbeib, wet 155 
dut. The whole Fortieth Article tod he Fe 
declared, „That the Souls of Men decested 
do neither periſh with their Bodies,” Hot 


15 N. idly,” at the lame te) red th 
fame F =. _ 1 {24 Ge ts of 88 
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clare for; no Intermediate tate; and hls Sue- 


Soing immediately into. Paradiſe ; f this 7 


confeſſed that our Church, with 
this Subject, as well as Praying for the Dead, 
its natural Conſequence, doth retain à Tang 
of Popery in her Burial-Serviceg yet 
the rally leave us at full Liberxy, to flehte 
this important Subject, by ſtriking out of her 
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A be the Catholis-Chuvch, dere bach 


| kent a formal Determination of a Couneil 


on one Side, as well as the other. There 


'ope-honelt enoughꝭ to de- 


ceſſor far fear of the Conſequences, us 


obliged. don give a regular Conſtitutig ac che 


cantrary,, Nor deth that poſitiye A ſſattian 
in our Communion Service, of Curt v hung 
in Darkneſs, and the Shads g Death; ſoem 
to.be very gonſiſtent with the Notion, of his 


Gemleman laboreth ta ptove: 80 chat with 


regard 40 Church Authority, it is pretty 


nearly a drawn Battle: And tho it Must: be 
regyrd to 


Articles the only one that; directiy . aſſerted 
this unchriſtian Notion: And indeed if ſhe 
did not, yet, by the Directions which Ahe 
ate d the Sixth of the preſtnt Au- 

Tyre 1 Kr 44 » 1 tides, 


— a” 


0 th o 
* 


[ PYY 
dene to Scripture muſt we go, by Scripture 
muſt we be determined, and by! Setiptare | 
ON O46 aim nc x * 
i — $171 2 1411 N It 21 8 Tb ü 174 
And . we are put into a all way 
of finding outtheTrith, by a cateful'Peruſal - 
of the Appendix; which containeth the 
moſt ample Collection, and giveth the moſt 
candid Explanation' of the Paſſages rela- 
tive to this Point, that hath ever yet been 
publiſhed: And till this be fairly anfwered, 
and ſhewn to be all erroneous, it is 4 vain 
Attempt to be 'peeviſhly pecking at a few 
obſcure Texts, which are there very | 
factorily explained; but being wreſted from 
their genuine Meaning, can only ſerve to ſet 
en Werren _ = 09 


LetScripture din Wing e _ 
Principles of our Reformers, be out Guide; 
and let the Conſequences of ſcholaſtic Rea- 
ſonings, and the philoſophical Prejudices of 
Mad! anſwer for eee - | 


8 to wht this Rbvejent Aube gith, 
about the Notion of Man's Mortality being 
maintained by the Sœinians, and others, 


5 i I 


141 


a 
a difingenuous Infinuatiön- It is no mattet 
who Na Enes , if it de true. Let 


me rather follow the Soca to Truth, than 
the Orthodox to Falſhood. Beſides, the 
calling Names, is no kind of — 
and'is the very Method which te real Phe. 


they — Vit: mik H IR 


* 1 


im the early Pliſecutions) Chriſtians alter 
Murderers and Traitors, Sec. Sc. as mah be 
gathered from Pliny, 7 erriflian;. Bobmer, 7 
and others. Under the Reformation; Biſfiop 
Jruel faith, Clanant Boie nos efſe Heretlevs 
—— fantum quia docemus & profitemur Verte 
tatem, Convitiis, Contumeliis, Mendatits cd. 
gitamar: Sic widelicet ſemper actepti fut 
Autbres & Profe ſſores Peritatis. © "like: 
broke too, juſt now, hath jumbled Divines 
and Atheiſts together, in ſuch a covert way 
of Inſinuation, that a Stranger would be 
apt to imagine they were two not unfriendly 
Secs of the fame Religion. And thus So. 
cinians, and they who cannot believe a 


eee State of ith imperfect xiffeics, * 


Ae 


4 wy. 
ue memes tobe in uche manger; 
that Nine Readers, gut of Ten will take it 
for;granted, that the latter are, in all. reſpects, 
ther, ſame with the ſos mer,; than which 
nothing can; be a, me groundleſ Conclu- 
lion, Such 2 Hint, how eyer, will often do 
a0 n's BuſineG.4. Amed che Word Socinian 


hath, in, ſome Places,! mill n marvellous 
Effect. — Hung) , 


1 * - 
_— 


. Ag to our Saviour's, geen 1 


: 90 7 not Know wes a may ſee in 
to me it appear eth to be NE — e 
than a a preſent Promiſe. . f future Happ Happiness. 


And we need not ſtand quibblng about the 


Words, To-day, and what chat Expreſſion 


may or can mean 3 it is certain, that it may, 
and doth, frequently ſignify a future Time; 


—a Day, too, which is not near at Hand; 


but one which, is many Ages off; In che 


% Day. thou. cateſt thereof, had reference 


to a Day at above goo Years Diſtanceg and 
ſurely that could not be called a Day very. 
near at hand. The Word Paradiſe is a 
Term of ſo vague Import, Was always uſed 
0 looſely, and in ſo many different Signi- 


NE fications, 


% 
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abba tit hath a vety odd 
ts uns at uh ep; 
Senſe of à Word, obſcurs in Mearid, and 
of very different Act epHtion > if Ole 
dition to fo many otHer pam Paſſages of 
Seripture Which cannot be controvertod. 
Foren yd 3s {ty un Tat 190 NOH 1 05 
The pennen Thicr" i ceifueſteth! future 
Happineſs; but maketft his Requeft, unter 
die Inffücnce of Yew! Prejudices, that” at 
Gre" diſtart Tine, When Chriſt ſThoult 
come into his Kingtom, he iight, in Wine 
— 14 * ny ne Our Saviour, 
his 'Siticerity;" affufetd him, that 
5 — 2 — is netter 10 uncertaiti, not 
che Proſpect of it 0 fall, as he imagined. 
Verily I give you Aſſurance immediately, t this 
very Moment, that you ſhall be very Happy 
in your future State; of, from the Anmhi- 
lation bf Time, by the 'Ceffation of Con- 
ſciouſneſs, our Saviour might, even with 
philoſophicat Propriety,” fay, this Day, this 
Moment, immediately, you ſhall be num- 
bered among the Bleſſed; or, in other 
Words, as to your own Perceptions you thall 
be happy” dirty, pon your Death." Not 


F- Was 
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not poſſibly be meant by it; fince, according 


b 48 1 
was it any trifling with bim, to aſſure hin, 
that from that, Moment he had a cm 
Title to everlaſting Bliſs. Beſides, accord- 
ing to this Gentleman's own Senſe of the 
Words, To-day, could not poſſibly ſignify 
that particular diurnal Rotation of the Earth. 
80 far is it from being true, that by To-day 
« could be meant nothing elſe but that very 
« Day in which our Lord and the Thief 
expired upon the Croſs,” that this.could. 


ta the Apoſtles Creed, as well as what we 
3 above from the Communion Ser 
vice, our Saviour was not on that 


Day 17 55 in Paradiſe, e may be 


meant b 2 that Expreſſiqn. _ * i 36) 
The 89 of this. P; 7 e in the 
ix ſeemeth to me to be yery fair and 


candid z to be yell worthy that moſt 

excellent Perſon. who. communicated Ks. 
and not at all deferying of that contemptuous 
and. abuſive Language which hath been 
© beſtowed upon it, - Beſides, by a little Miß 
repreſentation, . one; may. make, LA thing 
cidiculous. Try this Gentleman; Ne 


2 


15 J. 
ates Tie Exgtcfiibn fir authes Place! 
This Day have I begotten thee. Fd noche 


* | ; 


thee Yeſterday ; nor wil! I beget thee To- 
motrow /; but bis Day have I begutren \\ thee. 
Let us have done then with all this idle Work, 
which hath more Tendency to prove u bad 
Heart, than a good Underſtanding: 'And 
let us, if we muſt differ in Opinion, at leaſt 
preſerve the Civility of well-educated'Men, 
an Us res gs of ſincere Chriſtians. 
A ed „ee 2634 7 
A 0 he Eipzeene debit gathered 10 
his People; going "down to the Grave 10 my 
Son; T ſhall ge to him; but be ſhall not rerum 
tome; they mean nothing more, than that 
Death reduceth all Men to the ſame Con- 
dition, whatſoever it be. Thus a whole 
Generation are ſaid to be gathered 40 their 
Fathers, Judges ii. 10.; tho we can ſcaree 
ſuppoſe them all qualified for the ſame 
Portion of Felicity. And all the Smartneſs 
about the thing which is not, being 
« gathered to the thing which is not, and 
« nothing going to nothing, is really foreign 
to the Purpoſe. © The Return of the Spirit 
to God who gave it, is an Expteſſion of that 
H kind, 


oy a dation * any Ton 4: of 
aur Life being hid with Cbriſi; which no- 
body ſuppoſeth to mean its being literally 
hid, Lay io ſome ſecure. Place in 
Heaven. The Parable; of Lararus hath 
been already. conſidered. That Paſſage of 
St. Matthew, about killing the Body; and not 
killing the Soul, i is fully explained to all 
impartial Mien. by St. Lale, xii. 4, 5; Where 
killing the Soul doth plainly fignify the 
Puniſhment in our future State of Exiſtence. 
Fear bim, wobo, after be hath Killed, hath 
Power to (aft. into. Hell, If the Gentleman 
here, alaltgogd of complaining. of Aa FOO 
Kinbſelf nd to compare hs and the —— 
Text there referred to, with that on Which 
he groundeth the common Doctrine; he 
might perhaps have ſeen how very ſlender 
ſuch a Proof muſt be; becauſe, if killing 
the Soul be a figurative Expreſſion (which, 


upon his own Suppoſition, it muſt be, there 
being no ſuch thing as killing that which is. 


_"_— immortal) fignifying the Sufferings 
57 * next Life, by all common Modes of 


Speech, 


[5] 


228 diſcurſive Qppoſition, Killing 
the Body can only ſignify hat may be 
ſuffered in this State; and therefore, accord> 
ing to the Appendix, our Lord is nf 
pointing out the Diffetence between this 
Life and the next:; when Man Will fagain 
er and forure.Pugibmoam Fm 
n 1 TN ona 4197 LOarer agate 
| ME FO Beit „r, 22 
| * Lowe en rd ers 
_ Feſus, receive. my Spirit. Theſe Expreſſions, 
and ſeveral others of the like nature, ſeem 
to me to convey no other Idea but that of᷑ a 
contented Acquieſcence in the Diſpenſations 
of Providence; a Reſignation of the Ptin- 
ciple of Life, with all its pteſent Endear- 
ments, into the Hands of that faithful, wiſe, 
and good Creator, who firſt beſtowed the 
Bleſſing, to be diſpoſed of hereafter-accard- 
ing to his Pleaſure; under the comfortable 
Aſſurance of receiving again, at Gbdis 
appointed Time, both this Principle, and 
all its concomitant Bleſſings, in a very exalted 
degree of Perfection. Death, to the moſt 
Virtuous and moſt Conſiderate, is yet an 
W * Our rational * 
H 2 are 
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| ak of great Eſteern. The Conz 
templation of the Wiſdotn and Goodneſs of 
God, the Practioe of Virtue, the conftant 
Improvement in every Branch of religious, 


moral; and natural Scitnce, the ineffable 
Delighits of a Conſtience void of Offence, 
Bleſſings immediately depend; Is this a 
< vile and worthleſs Offering? is this 
ter indeed a very nothing? A conſiderate 


Man wil bertainly reßign all -theſe with 


Content, and internal Compoſure, but yet 
with Seriouſneſs and due Solemnity. The 


and every religious Act tending this way, 
cannot with weng wi OY a , Piece of 
un IE SOC TEE een 

„Aren Paſſes anc from $t. Paul, 
| a expreſs a moſt ardent Deſire to do 
and ſuffer eyery thing for his Chriſtian Flock; 
but are really nothing more than that warm 
and affectionate Turn of Phraſe which 
naturally floweth from a ſincere and impa- | 


* 


* 
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ation of them is ſurely worth a Prayer; | 


and very candid men in the Appen 
„ | f -— RO 


( 53 ] 
With N Argumentation upon 
this Point,; What bt. Pu might ſay with 
* e ee hat he-yoold 
clogkt not, eee en of,” 1 
ſhall only - obſerve, that this prodigious 
Interval, of ſo many Ages as are ſuppoſed. 
to paſs between his Departure and his being 
"_ Chriſt, is really to St. Paul but the 
Twinkling of an Eye, a Moment, a Nothing, 
= Separation; becauſe: the Reſtoration of 
Conſciouſneſs will immediately cohine&t 
mortal and immortal Life; and therefore 
he might rationally wiſh to depart, rather 
than continue a Life of ſuch perpetual Per- 
ſecutions and Afflictions, as he * 
eee bt ee e e 


7 ſe 
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ee 3 which GodAl mighty 
hath been pleaſed to give us upon this Sub- 
ject, we have the ſtrongeſt Reaſon toconclude, 
that the Servant and the Maſter, the Oppreſſed 
and the Oppreſſor, all reſt alike in the Grave; 
High and Low, Rich and Poor, one with 
another; all ſhall ſleep the Sleep of Death; 


f from 


5þ * * 
ö | he, e cond ad 7 of Jede 
5 Ckriſt; tien, and not before; to receive 
1 the Recompence of their Labors. Novr 
this Gentleman ſaithi, chat the Texts alleged 
in Support oſ᷑ this Opinion, are either nothing 
- to the Nurpoſe, or admit of a fair and eaſy 
7 Solution. He is deſired to take a little 
TY More Pains: in /iſhewing/! this, inſtead of 
putting us off with a mere Aſſurtion, that 
by the Examination of what is to be {aid 
vn both Parts, we may be convinced of the 
Fruth. Till this is done, we muſt be 
allowed our own Opinions, with regard to 
that very copious Evidence, which is already 
produced: And as on this Point we harr 
no proper Authority but tlie Sctiptures, any 
candid Man will eaſily ſee in the Appendix 
to what Side the Weight of Scripture Evi- 
11 rence: is inclined. An impartial Reading, 
mn and ſerious Conſideration, is all that is 
| £ defired; and every-body is then freely left 
BY to > the A e of 950 own i e 


Wich s to The-Pleaſiired. ghd Pats 
of 1 Intermediate State, * that the Righ- 
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e teons, will joy, in it perfect Peace and 
Franquility, the continual Feaſt of a 
good Conſcience, and a much greater 
% Portion f the Divine Grace, than is ever 


0 will be inceſſantl tormented with the 
Stings of Conſcience, and all the Horrors 
of Deſpair; they ſeem to me to be 
merely arbitrary Suppoſitions, and entirely 
inconſiſtent with the natural Notion of 
Death, with all the improved Opinions of 
Mankind, the Evidence of Senſe, and the 
Deductions of Reaſon. Beſides, What is 
to be done with this much greater Portion 
of Divine Grace? Of what Uſe can any 
Portion of Divine Grace poſſibly be, where 
there is © no Work, nor Device”; when 
the Night cometh, that Night in which no 
Man can work? The Paſſage from our 
Burial Service can only prove, that the Per- 
ſons who compoſed that Office ſuppoſed, or 
believed, an Intermediate State of Senſibility; 
but it doth not prove that they were cad 
that Suppoſition or Belief. | 


As to thoſe wong Erpteſfom of St. Paul's 
Benevolence, we ought not to take them in 
3 | 


* 


h era A8 en becauſe Held te 
be meant that they ſhould be ſo underſtood. 
It is impoffible for a Man, who knoweth 


Es. Y. os 
* 


What it is, ſeriouſly to wiſh for eternatDam- 
nation. There is certainly in human Nature 


an abſolute Principle of Free-will: And we 
| may ſee frequent Inſtances, when the En- 
joyment of this alone is purchaſed at the 
Expence of Fortune, Health, and Happineſs, 
and every thing that is valuable in this Life. 
Men frequently, for the Gratification of their 


Will, merely becauſe it is their Will, give 
up every thing for a perverſe Election of their 
own Minds. But I believe it is not in 
human Nature to carry this Obſtinacy farther 


than the Concetns of this preſont Life. 


They who do wilfully hazard eternal Dam- 
nation, for this Gratification, either are not 


convinced that this will certainly be the 
Conſequence of their Conduct, or elſe have 


ſome particular Opinion concerning future 
Puniſhments different from the -Chriſtian 
Doctrine upon this Subject. And though 
St. Paul doth ſay, that he could-wiſh him- 
- ſelf accurſed from Chriſt, yet, all Circum- 
ſtances © conſidered, it muſt bo: i that 
this 
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this could only bea ſtrong and paſfionateEx- 
preffion of his affectionate Regard, imply- 

ing, that he was willing to forfeit the greateſt 
Privileges, and forego almoſt any Benefits 
for them; and was not intended to mean 
literally, that he wiſhed himſelf in a State 
of eternal Damnation. RH | 


That common 3 that « Man 
« is a compound Perſon, made up of Body 
t and Soul, and that therefore, by a Figure 
te in Rhetoric, many things may be ſaid of 
e the whole Man, which properly belong 
te only to one Part of him,” doth not obviate 
any of the Concluſions drawn from Scripture. 
againſt an Intermediate State. For Scripture, 
tho' it doth often deal in the boldeſt Figures 
of Speech, hath little to do with our Syſtems. 
of Metaphyſics. By Man is meant the 
percipient, conſcious Perſon, from what- 
ever Source Conſciouſneſs. and Perception 
may. be derived. We have learnt all our 
Confuſion about Soul and Body from the 
ſcholaſtic, ontological Diſtinctions, and the 
Perplexities built upon them ; which: are 
enough to turn the Brain of any ſober Man ; 
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* are fit Speculations for none but Miltor's 
Devils, who, in following them, were in 
endleſs Mazes ft. Scholars indeed may 
te reaſon of the Nature of the Soul, and 
the Condition of it when ſeparated from 
« the Body; but the common Hopes of 
© Nature receive no Support from ſuch 
« Enquiries *.” Nor is there any Reaſon 
for aſſerting, that the Scripture 8 
tions of Death are, by a Synecdoche, appli- 
cable to Man only partially; they mean, 
that his Life, his Perſonality, whatever con- 
ſtituteth him the percipient, conſcious N. 
Man, is, for the preſent, intirely gone; 
Mr. Lockehath fully ſhewn in his Note on 5 
Words OvnTor, beg rov. Cor. 1. 15. Beſides, upon 
Suppoſition of a natural Principle of Immor- 
tality, how can it be ſaid of the whole Man, 
that he is void of Life, Thought, Action, 
Sc. Cc. when the only Part of him, which 
is ever ſuppoſed to live, thinketh in a more 
perfect manner than when it is clogged with 
this groſs Body; which is only an Inſtru- 
ment, and often a great Impediment, to 
Thought? Or how can the Body, mere 
Body, with any Propriety of Speech, accord- 

| ing 
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ing to this Syſtem, be ſaid to fleep, die, 
Sc. Sc.? This will be found, upon Exa- 
mination, to imply perhaps more than is 
wiſhed; becauſe it muſt certainly ſuppoſe 
that Body may wake, live, think, Cc. &c. 


With 3 to the Dochine of Purgatory, 

| how can this Gentleman fay, that it is, upon 
his Suppoſition, falſe and groundleſs? When 
he expreſsly aſſerteth, that in the Interme- 
diate State there is an Encreaſe of Divine 
Grace. Beſides, do not his tormenting Stings 
of Conſcience, and Horrors of Deſpair, come 
to pretty much the ſame thing? Nay, in 
this reſpect, the Papiſts are much more con- 
ſiſtent than we. They inſiſt only upon a 
natural Concluſion, when the Premiſes are 
granted ; we allow the Premiſes, and yet 
deny the proper Concluſion. Nor i is it true, 
that the Doctrine of Purgatory can be ſo 
effectually removed by thoſe Arguments 
which allow its Foundation, as by thoſe 
which radically pull it up, and ae 
deſtroy the whole. 


| This Reverend Author -alloweth, that 
where there i is no Thought, or Conſciouſneſs, 
: 1 a ther & 


there can be no Idea of Duration; and 
conſequently, that, upon our Suppoſition, the 


Moment of Death, and the Moment of 


Reſurrection, will be immediately connected: 


And yet, becauſe the Imaginations-of Men 


have more Influence upon their Conduct 
than the real Nature of Things, we muſt 


facrifice Truth to the wild Workings of a 
diſtempered Imagination. But ſhould we 
not rather, both in Reaſon and Charity, 
attempt to ſet their Imaginations right? If 


theſe are contrary to the real Nature of 
Things, and Mens Conduct be formed 


according to their Imaginations, is it not 


high time, is it not devoutly to be wiſhed, 
that their Imaginations were reformed? And 


not, that Senſe, and Reaſon, and Religion, 
ſhould either be turned adrift after them, 


or ſtrained and mangled to comply with 


their unnatural Diſtortions. If Religion muſt 
always be accommodated to the Imagina- 
tions of Men, how can we ſtop ſhort either 
of diſſolute Licentiouſneſs, or the "Ow 2 


tions of Idolatry ? 


- Farther, u upon Suppoſition of &! imme- - 


diate Connection of Death and the Refur- 


rection, 


76 61 ; by. 

beck, What room is there for talking of 
the Encouragetnent which a wicked Man 
might receive to continue in his evil Ways, 
by ſo long a Reprieve from Puniſhment ? 
How long a Reprieve ? A Reprieve of not a 


Moment! Of no Time! It is not fair Reaſon- 
ing then, firſt to allow the Suppoſition that 


the Interval of Death is, to all Intents and 
Purpoſes, no Interval, no Time; and yet to 
argue from it, upon the contradictory Sup- 
poſition, that it would be ſo long, that no- 
body could fay how many Thouſands of 
Years, 15 


The Scripture Doctrine of no Internicdlats 


State cutteth off entirely all theſe vain Hopes. 
The dire& Conſequence of this Doctrine is, 


indeed, as it is termed, a moſt alarming . 


Conſideration. No Diſtance! No Delay! 
Death the immediate Introduction to the 
Preſence of God ! The Sinner, who dieth 
in the Commiſſion of an impious Action, 


muſt in a Moment appear before his awful 


Judge, with all the Horrors of his Crime 


freſh upon him. What Encouragement to 
Me can "us poſſibly be ! But there 
* 
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is a Pride in . or at leaſt in 


| many Men, that will not bear to receive the 
Git of God, as he hath been pleaſed to 


deliver it. And it is in great meaſure 


owing to this unhappy Weakneſs, that we 
have ſo many Diſagreements upon thoſe 
Points, which would eaſily be ſettled: ups a 
. of Candor and Humility. - 


ThoſeIntermediate Torments of the Dead, 


« ' which ſhall far exceed the ſharpeſt Pains 
„ of this World; thoſe delightful Dreams, 


&« which are not to be equalled by the moſt 
« agreeable Senſations. of our waking Mo- 


« ments; they neceſſarily imply ſuch direct 


Circumſtances of Life and Perception, as 
cannot poſſibly be reconciled with our 
natural Ideas of Death ; nor with the Scrip- 


tural Repreſentation of Reſt, Peace, Oblivion, 
c. Sc. And they ſeem to be nothing more 
than ingenious and poetical Conjettares, 5 
upon a Subject which hath not been properly 


examined, and whoſe Support may perhaps 


he found; upon e, * be . 


e 
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Upon the Suppoſition of no Intermediate . 
State, it is very certain, that Judgment 
lingreth not; that Damnation doth not 
ſlumber; that it is very near to the Sinner, 
even at his Door: Which cannot be Gd | 
truly of the oppoſite Doctrine, which doth 
certainly remove it to the Diſtance of no- 
e body knows how many Thouſands of 
d Years.” May all Men then, from the 
Doctrine of no Intermediate State, be armed, 
againſt the Pleaſures of Life, and the Pains 
of Death; being infpired even to their lateſt 
Moments with the lively Hope of imme- 
diately receiving the full Harveſt of their 
Reward. As to their receiving, before the 
Reſurrection, © the Firſt- fruits of their 
% Labours,” I do not know in what Part 
of the Scripture that Text is to be found, 


The Reverend Author of the Diſcourſe 
which hath occaſioned this ſmall Tra&, 
will excuſe me for taking the ſame Liberty 
which he himſelf hath taken, and which is 
the Right of all Mankind; the Liberty to 
think for myſelf; tho' I happen to differ 
from him: And as J have no ſort of Enmity 
inn din N he will not be angry 
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| this Queſtion ſhould be fairly decided. And 
one of the chief Views. in publiſhi 
few Pages, is to defire, that antient Preju- 
dices may not be tov p only inſiſted - 


* - 
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till their Foundation, is candidly en- 


Gnce it was e 

,  aregular, Treatiſe upon the Subject, as he 

for the. 

Indertaking; but muſt leave that Office to. 
executed by fame very wid 


